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USS Compton Organization 

 

 Jack Heidecker – President 
54 Mt Top Court,                      

Hazle Township PA 18202 

        570 450-5545 

            Jack555@ptd.net 
 

 Ed Capoziello—Vice President 
      1161 Laidlaw Ave,  

     Franklin Square  NY 11010 

516 458-0497 

              ecap6407@optonline.net 
 

 Joe Napoli – GM/Treasurer 

129 Mallard Dr.                       
Monroe Twp, NJ 08831 

                609 409-7678 

          jsnap29@verizon.net 
 

 Mike Taylor – Secretary 

PO Box 148, Elizabeth WVA 26143 

               304 275-8995 

tudorboats19@yahoo.com  
 

 Charlie Jakob - Chaplain 

6368 Gillespie Street 
Philadelphia PA 19135-3223 

215 624-8084 

 

Compton Board of Directors: 
 

 Joe Bonaventura - East Region  
     760 Linden Ave.,          

Penndel PA 19047 

            215 757-6220 

        joepa29@comcast.net  
 

 Bob Ott - North Region  
                 716 826-2535 

RIP Bob Ott 
         

 

Bob DiMonte – South Region  
  1048 Meadson Ave 

Pensacola FL  32506 

850 492-3483 

bobdimo@cox.net  
 

    Jim McKelva – West Region  
          412 S Fielder Road 

     Arlington TX 76013-1751 

          817 792-3273 

      jasmck@sbcglobal.net 
 

 Editor/Publisher—Jack Heidecker 

 

 All correspondence, 
pictures and articles should 
be sent to: 
 

Jack Heidecker 

54 Mt Top Court 
Hazle Township PA 18202 

 

jack555@ptd.net 
570 450-5545 

USS Compton DD705 Newsletter # 71 NOV 2013 

**********************************************************

WEB SITE: www.usscomptonassociation.com 

The Compton at war 

 

FƌidaǇ— Apƌil ϭϭ 

ϭϮ:ϬϬ ŶooŶ               Hospitality ƌooŵ opeŶ.  ReuŶioŶ ƌegistƌatioŶ. 
 

 SatuƌdaǇ— Apƌil ϭϮ 

 

 9:ϬϬaŵ                             Hospitality ƌooŵ opeŶ. 
ϰ:ϭϱpŵ                Gatheƌ iŶ loďďy foƌ touƌ. 
ϰ:ϯϬpŵ                             Busses leaǀe the hotel foƌ the DiŶŶeƌ at the GiaŶt Cƌaď aŶd a 

pƌeŵiuŵ shoǁ at the Alaďaŵa Theatƌe. ;ϳ:ϭϱ pƌe-shoǁ, 
ϳ:ϯϬpŵ shoǁ staƌtsͿ 

ϭϬ:ϭϱpŵ               Touƌ ďusses ƌetuƌŶ to the hotel. 
   

SuŶdaǇ— Apƌil ϭϯ 

 

9:ϬϬ aŵ  Hospitality ƌooŵ opeŶ.   
ϭϬ:ϬϬaŵ                            GeŶeƌal ŵeetiŶg aŶd Meŵoƌial SeƌǀiĐe. 
 

ϲ:ϬϬpŵ -ϭϭ:ϬϬPM            BaŶƋuet. Please ďe oŶ tiŵe, ǁe ǁill haǀe piĐtuƌes takeŶ 

                                            By the photogƌapheƌs ǁho took ouƌ piĐtuƌes at ouƌ past        
   ƌeuŶioŶs.  PiĐtuƌes ǁill ďe oŶ display lateƌ iŶ the eǀeŶiŶg foƌ 
   puƌĐhase. 
 

 MoŶdaǇ— Apƌil ϭϰ           Haǀe a safe tƌip hoŵe oƌ stay a feǁ ŵoƌe days to see the 
        sights. 

Myrtle Beach Reunion Agenda 

Additional Information is also on pages 6 and 7 

mailto:Jack555@ptd.net
mailto:acffaf@aol.com
mailto:jasmck@sbcglobal.net
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Picture purchased at an estate sale by a Mike McDaniel from California and he took the time to 
research the Compton Association and email it to us.   

Now the mystery—this does not look like the Compton but, the hull number 705 is on the bow? 

It is actually the USS Frybarger DE 705 with a duplicated hull number!!! 
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 Ouƌ assoĐiatioŶ is doiŶg ǁell. It’s aŵaziŶg ĐoŶsideƌiŶg that soŵe destƌoǇeƌ gƌoups aƌe sloǁiŶg doǁŶ oƌ eǀeŶ dis-
solǀiŶg. Soŵe haǀe ƌeduĐed ƌeuŶioŶs to oŶe eǀeƌǇ feǁ Ǉeaƌs.  We aƌe luĐkǇ that ouƌ ship seƌǀed uŶtil ϭϵϳϮ aŶd 
haǀe shipŵates of ǀaƌious ages ƌaŶgiŶg, I ǁould estiŵate, fƌoŵ the ϲϬ’s to the ϴϬ’s iŶ Ǉeaƌs of age.  We Ŷoǁ haǀe 
ϮϭϬ aĐtiǀe dues paǇiŶg ŵeŵďeƌs, a Ŷuŵďeƌ that has ƌeŵaiŶed ĐoŶsisteŶt foƌ the past, at least, ϭϬ Ǉeaƌs.  We lose 
a feǁ shipŵates a Ǉeaƌ aŶd ǁe piĐk up a feǁ Ŷeǁ ŵeŵďeƌs due to ouƌ ǁeďsite. 
 

 We also haǀe soŵe ŶoŶ-dues paǇiŶg shipŵates ǁith us, soŵe iŶ ŶuƌsiŶg hoŵes oƌ ill oŶ hoŵe Đaƌe.  Those ship-
ŵates eŶjoǇ ƌeadiŶg ouƌ ƋuaƌteƌlǇ Ŷeǁsletteƌs.  We also seŶd Ŷeǁsletteƌs to ǁidoǁs aŶd Đlose ƌelatiǀes of ouƌ 
depaƌted shipŵates ǁho haǀe eǆpƌessed a desiƌe to get theŵ.  No shipŵate is deŶied ŵeŵďeƌship foƌ fiŶaŶĐial 
ƌeasoŶs.  
 

 Ouƌ ǁeďsite, ǁǁǁ.ussĐoŵptoŶassoĐiatioŶ.Đoŵ, has ǁoƌked ǁell foƌ us.  I aŵ suƌe ŵost of Ǉou haǀe paid the site 
a ǀisit.  The ǁeďsite is ǀeƌǇ ǁell doŶe aŶd updated ǀeƌǇ ofteŶ.  It ĐoŶtaiŶs ƌeuŶioŶ photogƌaphs, a ŵeŵoƌial page, 
a ship’s stoƌe to oƌdeƌ hats aŶd eǀeŶ a foƌŵ to fill out foƌ ŵeŵďeƌship. If it ǁas Ŷot foƌ the ǁeďsite, Đƌeated aŶd 
ŵaŶaged ďǇ ƌetiƌed NaǀǇ ŵaŶ BaƌƌǇ Maƌple, ǁe ǁould haǀe a deĐliŶiŶg ŵeŵďeƌship.  
 

 We ďeĐaŵe a ŶoŶ-pƌofit ĐoƌpoƌatioŶ.  That also alloǁed us to ƌegisteƌ ǁith the IRS so ouƌ fiŶaŶĐial dealiŶgs fall 
ǁithiŶ all legal guideliŶes.  Ouƌ tƌeasuƌǇ is staďle aŶd ǁe aƌe fiŶaŶĐiallǇ souŶd. All ouƌ tƌaŶsaĐtioŶs, eǀeƌǇ peŶŶǇ 
that goes out oƌ Đoŵes iŶ,  is logged iŶ a Đoŵputeƌized QuiĐkeŶ TƌaŶsaĐtioŶs pƌogƌaŵ ǁhiĐh alloǁs us to pƌoǀide 
fiŶaŶĐial iŶfoƌŵatioŶ to ouƌ ĐoƌpoƌatioŶ laǁǇeƌ foƌ aŶŶual ƌepoƌts.  EǀeƌǇ ŵoŶth a QuiĐkeŶ TƌaŶsaĐtioŶs ƌepoƌt is 
pƌiŶted out aŶd seŶt to eaĐh of ouƌ ƌegioŶal offiĐeƌs.  SiŶĐe ǁe oŶlǇ ŵeet oŶĐe a Ǉeaƌ, at the aŶŶual ƌeuŶioŶ, this 
alloǁs ouƌ ƌegioŶal offiĐeƌs to haǀe a ďetteƌ piĐtuƌe of the daǇ to daǇ opeƌatioŶs of ouƌ AssoĐiatioŶ.  
 

 Ouƌ ƌeuŶioŶs aƌe faŶtastiĐ.  If Ǉou haǀe Ŷeǀeƌ ďeeŶ to a ƌeuŶioŶ ǁe uƌge Ǉou to tƌǇ to atteŶd oŶe.  We hold ouƌ 
eǀeŶts iŶ Apƌil to get off-seasoŶ hotel ƌates Ǉet, hopefullǇ, haǀe ŶiĐe ǁeatheƌ. We tƌǇ to haǀe ouƌ ƌeuŶioŶs iŶ lo-
ĐatioŶs that aƌe ĐoŶǀeŶieŶt foƌ ŵeŵďeƌs to atteŶd. ;The list of ouƌ past ƌeuŶioŶs ĐaŶ ďe fouŶd oŶ ouƌ ǁeďsite.Ϳ 
We hold thƌee daǇ eǀeŶts that iŶĐlude a ŵotoƌ ĐoaĐh touƌ aŶd a ďaŶƋuet. Ouƌ aǀeƌage ƌeuŶioŶs host aďout ϭϮϬ 
people; shipŵates, guests aŶd ƌelatiǀes; ǁe eǆpeĐt aŶotheƌ laƌge tuƌŶout at ouƌ Ŷeǆt eǀeŶt at MǇƌtle BeaĐh, SC.  
 

 We ǁaŶt ouƌ ŵeŵďeƌs to displaǇ theiƌ pƌide of seƌǀiŶg oŶ the USS CoŵptoŶ aŶd keep heƌ ŵeŵoƌǇ aliǀe. We just 
distƌiďuted CoŵptoŶ deĐals to all shipŵates ǁith the last Ŷeǁsletteƌ.  CoŵptoŶ ďaseďall Đaps, ďoth ǁhite aŶd 
ďlue, aƌe Đustoŵ ŵade foƌ ouƌ ŵeŵďeƌs.  We sell theŵ to ouƌ shipŵates at ouƌ Đost, $ϭϱ if ǁe haǀe to ŵail theŵ 
to Ǉou oƌ $ϭϬ at a ƌeuŶioŶ. The hats aƌe Ŷot sĐƌeeŶ pƌiŶted; theǇ aƌe eŵďƌoideƌed aŶd of high ƋualitǇ.  We haǀe 
aŶ agƌeeŵeŶt ǁith a ǀeŶdoƌ to pƌoǀide CoŵptoŶ jaĐkets at ƌeasoŶaďle pƌiĐes.  We also tƌǇ to get uŶiƋue      
CoŵptoŶ logo iteŵs to giǀe as ƌeuŶioŶ ŵeŵeŶtoes. 
 

 Foƌ those of Ǉou ǁho aƌe ŵeŵďeƌs of the ͞TiŶ CaŶ Sailoƌs͟ Ǉou kŶoǁ, fƌoŵ ƌeadiŶg theiƌ Ŷeǁsletteƌ, that ouƌ 
AssoĐiatioŶ suppoƌts that gƌoup.  We doŶate to theŵ aŶd also ĐoŶtƌiďute to the ŵuseuŵ ship fuŶd to help NaǀǇ 
ships oŶ displaǇ thƌoughout ouƌ ĐouŶtƌǇ. The NaǀǇ has pƌogƌessed so ŵuĐh that ǁe haǀe to help pƌeseƌǀe the 
͞old NaǀǇ.͟ WheŶ a ŵeŵďeƌ of ouƌ AssoĐiatioŶ passes ǁe ŵake a doŶatioŶ to the͟ TCS͟ iŶ his Ŷaŵe as a ŵeŵoƌi-
al.   
 

 We haǀe eǆpeƌieŶĐed leadeƌship, ŵaiŶlǇ ďeĐause Ŷo oŶe else ǁaŶts to ƌuŶ foƌ offiĐe, aŶd theǇ all ǁoƌk ǁell to-
getheƌ to ŵake the CoŵptoŶ AssoĐiatioŶ as gƌeat as it is.  That’s Ŷot a haƌd joď ďeĐause the CoŵptoŶ ǁas a gƌeat 
ship ǁith a gƌeat Đƌeǁ! 
 

Joe Napoli—Tƌeasuƌeƌ aŶd GM 

State of the Association 

http://www.usscomptonassociation.com/
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August 17, 2013—mini-reunion  
Emile Duchemin, Cappy, Grant Mauri and Doc Eames 

The NY boys at Cappy’s place... 
John MacDougall—at our memorial service 

On left 
Joyce and Michael 
Heider, Fred and 

Kathy Summerville 

 

On right 
Michael and Carolyn 

Seymour 

(BT2– 1958-1963) 
Buffalo was their first 

Compton reunion 

Welcome aboard 
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Jack Hunold Collection—1950 to 1953 

L—R,  
John Goble, ?, Stingley, ?, Jack Hunold 

Jack Hunold Collection—1950 to 1953 

L—R, 
Hersel Vestale, Bud Crinko, Jack Hunold, 

Joe Parino & unknown 

L-R, Bob DiMonte, Phil Prekel, Jack O’Neil and guest Lance Wagner 

Guarding their backs are the bosses!!! 
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USS ZUMWALT (DDG-1000) 

 

CLASS - ZUMWALT Flight I As Built. 
Displacement 14,164 Tons, Dimensions, 600' x 79.1' x 27' 6" 

Armament 2 x 155mm Advanced Gun System, 80 - PVLS cells for 
Tomahawk, Standard Missle & Evolved Sea Sparrow Missle. 
Aircraft, 2 SH-60 LAMPS helicopters or 1 MH-60R helicopter, 3 RQ-8A Fire Scout VTUAV 

Machinery, LM2500 & LM500 Gas Turbines, 2 Fixed Pitch Propellers, 
Permanent Magnet In-Hull Motors. 
Speed, 30+ Knots, Range 6000 NM, Crew 150. 
 

Operational and Building Data 

Contract awarded 14 February 2008. 
Keel laid at Bath, ME on November 17 2011. 
 

Launched October 28 2013 at Bath, ME. 

New class of Navy Destroyers 

ʹͲͳ4  Annual Reunion Form;  Myrtle Beach 

 

 Member’s Name____________________________________________ 

 

Spouse/guest ______________________________________________ 

 

Rank/Rate _________________ Years aboard _________ to _________ 

Please enter above info as you would want it on your name tag. 
 

Number in Party _____     (Print additional names on rear of form  
 

Meal Selection:  Beef ________  Chicken ________ (@ $50 per person) 
 

Number taking tour/show ________ (@$85 per person)   Total Amount enclosed __________ 

 

Mail form and check to:  
USS Compton Assn., PO Box 6621, Monroe Twp., NJ, 08831-6621. 
Make check out to USS Compton Assn.     

Please respond by March 31.  
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Myrtle Beach Reunion Tour Info, Banquet Menu and Room Rates. 
 

 You will have a choice of beef or chicken for your banquet meal.  The selections are; 
Prime Rib or Chicken Marsala.  Both entrees are served with fresh garden salad,      veg-
etable, potato or rice, rolls and butter, dessert and beverage. If you need a special diet 
meal please note it on the registration form 

.   
As always, we will have a cash bar to purchase drinks. The cost of the banquet is $50 a 
person. The banquet starts at 6:00 pm.  Note your choice of meal on the registration 
form. 
 

Our tour, which will be an evening event, on the Saturday of the reunion, includes a stop 
at a local iconic restaurant, The Giant Crab, for a buffet meal.  It is said that they have a 
large selection which includes sea food. The busses will leave the hotel at 4:30 pm and 
arrive at The Giant Crab for a scheduled 5:00 pm dinner.   
 

After dinner we will board the busses and go to the Alabama Theatre;                            
the pre-show event starts at 7:15 pm and the actual show starts at 7:30 pm. 
Normally we would see the regular variety show, the “New” show, which is presented 
throughout the year.  But, as luck would have it, we will see a premium celebrity show 
that evening.  As of press time the Alabama Theatre had not signed the contract for the 
performance so the name of the show is not available yet.  I can assure you that whatev-
er the show is it will be something special.  The name of the show should be available for 
our next newsletter or you can check with the theater in the near future if need be.  
 

 The price of the tour, which includes the meal, show and transportation, is $85 a person. 
 

Room rates are very reasonable and quite a few options are available.  The room rates 
are higher on the weekend days and lower during the week so be prepared for the price 

difference.  An interior room starts at $54 weekday and $62 for weekend nights for      
example. Other rooms offered range from Oceanview $64 weekday, Oceanfront $74 

weekday,  Oceanfront Efficiencies $76 weekday,  and four types of executive suites from 
$74 to $86 a night.  A $7 a night resort fee is also applied.  

   If you go to www.landmarkresort.com you can see diagrams               
of all the rooms and executive suites offered. 

 

  The reservation deadline date is March 10, 2014.      

  The reservation phone number is 800-845-0658. 
 

The dates of the reunion are Friday April 11, Saturday April 12 and Sunday April 13.  
Reunion room rates will be available 3 days prior and after the event. 

http://www.landmarkresort.com/
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Compton Association dues are $20.00 per year—if you received an envelope with this newsletter—they are due 
now or due within a short period… Look for the hand written date, on your address label… That date is when 
your membership expired or will expire... 

Obituary: USS Compton DD705  

New embroidered white Compton hats . 
We will have them at our next reunion or 
you can purchase one for $15 (includes 
postage), send a check to the USS 
Compton Assn., PO Box 6621, Monroe 
Twp., NJ 08831-6621. 

Bob Ott, Compton’s Northern Region Officer passed on October 17 2013 @ 7 AM. Bob was 
very active in the USS Compton Association and, along with his wife Chris, sponsored our  
past Buffalo Reunion. Bob served on the Compton ( 51-54 ) and achieved the rate of MM2.  

I am sure he was assigned to the naval greeting desk in heaven as was his custom at our    
reunions. We will miss you Bob!!!  

Norbert W Snizek, passed on September 3 2013. he was a “plankowner”  and was aboard 
the Compton from November 1944 to September 1945. Norbert was rated as a MM 2/C. 

He was 87 years old and lived in Lancaster PA. 

Our Association thanks the generosity of fellow member 

Jack Henderson RMSN 1948-1949 whose donations sponsor  
The “in Memoriam” page of the Compton’s website. 

James Dixon, BMSN 52-55, passed on March 20 2013. James was a fellow Compton          
Association member. His daughter Sue stated that two days before he passed he went back 

to his days in the navy. 

Kenneth Ray Costic MM3, June 1950 to July 1954, passed on April 21, 2011, 
He was a former Compton Association member attending four reunions. 


